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GINSENG AGREEMENT

Let this document serve as written permission between ___________________________ known as land owner, and __________________________ known as ginseng grower.
Under no circumstances does the land owner assume any responsibility for the loss of ginseng plants or income loss incurred by the ginseng grower. Said ginseng grower assumes all responsibility.
Ginseng grower recognizes that it is a courtesy of said land owner to be permitted on land owner’s property granted by land owner.
Ginseng grower recognizes that ginseng may die due to the following but not limited to the following: Natural causes due to diseases, drought, animal and insect interference and theft from poachers. The property owner is not responsible for these losses or any losses. Property owner has granted ginseng grower to practice “Good Stewardship of the Woods” practices on land owners property located at:
______________________________________________________________________ Land owner agrees to keep the activities of ginseng grower a secret and confidential as ginseng is a valuable item. The activities of said ginseng grower includes the following:

Planting ginseng seed or ginseng roots on land owner’s property. Digging ginseng roots for purpose of sale or transplanting roots to or from said land owner’s property. Cultivation and collection of ginseng seed and roots on planted areas for purpose of sale or transplanting at ginseng growers discretion.
Land owner will give ginseng grower the option and right to remove plants in the event that the land owner sells the property or wishes the ginseng grower to cease the ginseng activity located on the land owner’s property. Roots may be removed by the ginseng grower and dug between Sept 1st and Dec 31st as permitted by Ohio Ginseng law.
Ginseng grower will use no mechanical devices for planting or digging ginseng seed or roots. Ginseng grower will use simple garden tools such as leaf rakes, garden hoe’s etc to plant, transfer or dig ginseng roots and seed. Ginseng grower will make sure that the land owner’s woods remain in its natural state as not to disturb the natural balance of the forest and native woodland plants.
Ginseng grower will not use any commercial pesticides or fertilizers. Ginseng grower may use natural organic materials to enhance the ginseng and native woodland plants such as natural organic bone meal and gypsum to provide natural nutrients to the soil.  

This would be added simply by hand and applied to the surface of the soil. Natural teas made of horse tail or golden seal may be applied to foliage to prohibit mold and insects. Both horse tail and golden seal are native plants to Ohio woodlands and show promise as being natural alternatives to toxic commercial man made sprays.
Ginseng planting and harvesting is a long term endeavor and takes years to realize the end product before it is ready to dig for purpose of selling. Ginseng grower intends on practicing these “Good Stewardship of the Woods” practices over a long period of time consisting of a minimum of 5 years up to 15 years or longer. Said ginseng grower will rarely be in the woods as planting ginseng and growing it naturally is a low maintenance and virtually labor free endeavor when planting as “Virtually Wild Simulated”
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Let this agreement serve to all that the ginseng roots and seed intended for planting and eventual harvesting are done so at the said property as listed in the agreement and not harvested as wild ginseng. Ginseng is not on the endangered plant list yet in Ohio. However it is the belief of the said ginseng grower shown in this agreement that Ginseng may be placed on the endangered species list in the future and the wild harvesting of wild ginseng root may become illegal. Let this agreement/document provide proof that the ginseng seed and roots planted or harvested are intended to be dug and sold for profit in the future and are not wild ginseng seeds and roots found in the wild.
The ginseng grower may apply for a certification in the future with the state of Ohio to sell Stratified Ginseng Seed and Virtual Wild Simulated or Wild Simulated Ginseng seed and roots. 

Thanks to land owners and ginseng growers it is the opinion of this ginseng grower that a certain percentage of ginseng seed will be eaten by deer and birds and other animals and these seeds will be dropped naturally throughout the forest. So growing ginseng with the intent to eventually sell the seeds and roots is not only good for the ginseng grower it is good for the continuance of the Ginseng species as a whole. Growing ginseng for the purpose of eventual sale is a good practice in the opinion of the said ginseng grower as it will propagate future generations of ginseng as mentioned above by wild animals. Just as importantly growing ginseng in a “Wild Simulated” manner will take pressure off of natural “Wild” ginseng growing in its natural state throughout our forest by people that dig ginseng roots for sale. If we can get more ginseng diggers to become ginseng planters and growers, the future can look bright for this wonderful plant that is on the brink of being endangered and extinct from being overharvested for many years.
________________________________              ______________________________

Land Owner




       Ginseng Grower
Date ______________


       Date _______________

This is a non-binding agreement and is intended as a clarification tool between the said Land Owner and said Ginseng Grower so each will know the intent of the ginseng grower. Let this agreement/document serve as written permission from the land owner for the ginseng grower to practice the skills and knowledge of growing, planting and digging of ginseng seed and ginseng roots for eventual sale grown on the land owners property.

Special notes or considerations from either party shown below if needed:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
